Americanism Report for Annual Meeting
of MDSSAR, 24 April 2021
It has been a busy time since the January Board of Managers Meeting.

2020 Americanism Score Sheets

Shown in the table below is a summary of the points of each chapter, as submitted in March 2021, with
comparisons to the previous year. As expected, the numbers were down for almost every chapter and the state in
every category. What should be kept in mind, especially for the members, is that the count is reflective of paid-up
members on 01 January 2020, as determined during the annual reconciliation between state and national roster
lists. This points out another good reason to get the dues of all members paid by the end of each calendar year,
rather than the current practice of many members being reinstated because they did not pay on time. As they are
not part of the starting count for the chapter, this can impact the class size against which a chapter is compared.
Unless in the judging the final numbers are used rather than the initial numbers, two of our largest chapters
(MD01, MD06) dropped into the 50-99 chapter size, and one (MD09) dropped into the smallest size, 1-49
members.

2021 Americanism Score Sheet

Training sessions for the new Score Sheet via ZOOM were held on 13 February 2021 at four separate
times to accommodate the number of expected attendees. A video of the training can now be found via a link
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRAWLYuqUiE) on the national Americanism committee’s website. The
Score Sheet is also available on line.
I have started putting out a monthly e-mail to all the chapters to explain how to use the new Score Sheet.
As there are 12 tabs, I am trying to focus on one tab each month. So far, addressed in February the topic of
Publicity (Tab 1) and in March that of Membership (Tab 11). I am currently working up a message on Grave
Markings and Patriot Records (Tab 7).
I’ve also started up a quarterly report to help simplify the record keeping that a chapter needs to do. The
current implementation is as an excel spreadsheet, although I would like to turn it into web-based format that
would be independent of the user’s platform (i.e., Windows, Mac, Linux). The intent is to ask the user to enter
information on events that chapter members were involved in, then to enter the attendance at those events,
record any awards made, and any publicity. The idea is to include all events, which can be not only entered into
the national tabs of the Americanism Score Sheet, but also separate tabs that are specific to recording Maryland
state activities the national tabs do not include. Recording would be on a quarterly basis to help keep the Score
Sheets maintained rather than waiting to the end of the year to fill in the files. The concept of state-specific tabs
has also been around for a number of years; I tried once before to implement this, but with little success. I still feel
it is a good idea and will try again this year. So far, only two chapters have responded (that excludes my own
chapter); the inputs showed some modifications needed to the input forms.

Respectfully Submitted,

James F. Engler, Sr.
MDSSAR Americanism Chairman

